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Fo rced  migra t i on  r e sea rch  and  po l i c y  was ,  f o r  a  l ong  t ime ,

cent red  a round  one  homogenous  concept  o f  a  d i sp laced

pe r son .  Th i s  un i ve r sa l  unde r s tand ing  o f  the  t e rm  dep ic ted  an

ab le -bod ied ,  hete ro sexua l  (and  i n  most  cases  European )

r e fugee  man ,  l ead ing  to  the  b l a n k e t  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  po l i c y

and  a id  deemed  approp r i a te  f o r  th i s  homogenous  group .  I n

l i gh t  o f  th i s  f a i l u re  to  r e spond  to  i nd i v idua l  s i tua t i ons  and

needs ,  a  second  ‘ r e fugee  f i gu re ‘  emerged  i n  the  1 970s  wi th

the  Women  i n  Deve lopment  (WID )  movement :  the  r e fugee

woman .  By  i den t i f y ing  th i s  i n te r sec t i on  o f  gende r  and

d i sp l acement ,  the  i n te rna t i ona l  commun i t y  began  to  advance

towards  more  nuanced  f o rms  o f  pro tec t i on ,  conso l ida ted

th rough  the  UNHCR  1 990  Pos i t i on  Pape r  on  Gender -Re la ted

Pe r secu t i on  and  the  1 99 1  Gu ide l ine s  on  the  Pro tec t i on  o f

Re fugee  Women  (F idd ian -Qasmiyeh  2014 :  389 ) .  Ye t  the

inc lu s i on  o f  women  r e fugees  as  a  r ecogn i sed  group  addres sed

on l y  one  f ac to r  shap ing  the  expe r i ences  o f  d i sp laced  per sons

(gende r ) ,  whi l e  f a i l i ng  to  r ecogn i se  the  hete rogene i t y  wi th in

the  ca tego r i e s  ‘men ’  and  ’women ’  (Yacob -Ha l i so  2016 ) .  By

app l y ing  an  i n te r sec t i ona l i s t  l en s ,  a  bet te r  unde r s tand ing  can

be  gaged  about  the  way  i n  which  a  mul t i tude  o f  i d e n t i t y
m a r k e r s ,  such  as  e thn ic i t y ,  age ,  and  r e l i g i on ,  and  the

co r re spond ing  f o rms  o f  oppres s i on  and  power  r e l a t i ons ,  such

as  xenophob ia ,  ag i sm ,  and  r e l i g i ous  d i sc r im ina t i on ,  i n te rac t

w i th  each  othe r  and  wi th  the  ca tego r y  ‘d i sp laced  per son ’  to

shape  expe r i ences  o f  f o r c e d  m i g r a t i o n .  

 

The  t e rm  ‘ i n te r sec t i ona l i t y ‘  (K imber l y  Wi l l i ams  Crenshaw

1989 )  emerged  i n  the  contex t  o f  the  r ace -  and  gende r -based

marg ina l i s a t i on  o f  Af r i can  Amer i can  women  th rough  the

in s t i tu t i ona l i s ed  r ac i sm  and  pat r i a r chy  expe r i enced  i n  the i r

e ve r yday  l i v e s  (Saunde r s  e t  a l .  2016 ) .  Af te r  ga in ing  much

momentum  i n  f emin i s t  l i t e r a tu re ,  the  concept  ga ined

popu la r i t y  i n  othe r  a reas  o f  r e sea rch ,  i nc lud ing  migra t i on

s tud ie s ,  whi l e  s t i l l  main ta in ing  i t s  o r ig ina l  cha rge  and

purpose .  Th i s  a r t i c l e  wi l l  f ocus ,  i n  pa r t i cu l a r ,  on  the  r o l e  o f

in te r sec t i ona l i t y  i n  shap ing  suppor t  f o r  u n a c c o m p a n i e d
f o r e i g n  m i n o r s  (UFMs )  i n  the i r  t r ans i t i on  to  adu l thood .  
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I N T E R S E C T I O N A L I T Y  A N D  F O R C E D  D I S P L A C E M E N T

The  i n te r sec t i ona l i s t  l en s  i s  pa r t i cu l a r l y  r e l e van t  to  the  s tudy

o f  d i sp laced  per sons  due  to  the  ways  i n  which  our  i den t i t i e s

and  the  power  r e l a t i ons  we  a re  sub jec t  to  a re  s t rong l y

a f f ec ted  by  " p r o c e s s e s  o f  a c c e l e r a t e d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e ,

i nc lud ing  con f l i c t  and  d i sp lacement "  (F idd ian -Qasmiyeh  204 :

397 ) .  The  s i tua t i ona l  change  (pa r t i cu l a r l y  f o r  those  who  c ro s s

in te rna t i ona l  borde r s )  means  ente r ing  i n to  new  power

s t ruc tu re s  on  the  one  hand ,  but  a l so  cha l l eng ing  those  tha t

domina ted  i n  one ’ s  home  soc i e t y .  I n  any  s i tua t i on  i n vo l v ing

the  con f ron ta t i on  wi th  an  un fami l i a r  cu l tu re ,  a  per son  i s

exposed  to  new  i dea l s  about  soc i e t y  and  i den t i t y  which  may

not  a lways  be  compat ib l e  wi th  he r  o r  h i s  own .  I n  the  case  o f

UFMs ,  the  con fus ion  and  d i s rup t ion  such  con f ron ta t i ons  may

br ing  about  r i s k  be ing  mul t ip l i ed  as  minor s  and  neo -adu l t s

a re  s imu l taneous l y  con f ron ted  wi th  the  cha l l enges  as soc i a ted

w i th  becoming  an  adu l t .  

 

Tu rne r  ( 1 99 1 :5 )  desc r ibes  how  the  camp  env i ronment  i n

pa r t i cu l a r  can  s i gn i f i can t l y  i n f l uence  power  r e l a t i ons ,  as

some  i den t i t y  marke r s  a re  r emoved  o r  become  i n v i s ib l e .

Tu rne r  exp la in s  how  c l a s s  r e l a t i ons  a re  cha l l enged  th rough

the i r  i n te r sec t i on  wi th  d i sp lacement ,  desc r ib ing  the  r e l a t i ve

inv i s ib i l i t y  o f  c l a s s  i n  r e fugee  camps ,  where  an  i nd i v idua l  may

l i ve  s ide  by  s ide  wi th  member s  o f  a  ( f o rmer l y )  d i f f e ren t  c l a s s .

The  way  tha t  ce r ta in  i den t i t y  marke r s  can  be  r e m o v e d  o r

made  i n v i s ib l e  th rough  d i s p l a c e m e n t  can  have  s i gn i f i can t

consequences  on  an  i nd i v idua l ’ s  se l f -es teem  when  the i r  se l f -

asc r ibed  i den t i t y  i s  based  on  f ac to r s  such  as  c l a s s ,  soc i a l

g roup ,  o r  occupat ion .  Equa l l y ,  newly  imposed  marke r s  ( such

as  the  l ega l  s t a tu s  o f  be ing  a  ‘ r e fugee ‘  o r  the  soc i a l  s t a tu s  o f

be ing  a  ’ f o re igne r ’ )  can  mean  d i sp laced  per sons  ex i s t  wi th in

new  power  r e l a t i ons  o r  a re  f o r ced  to  adapt  to  new  pos i t i ons

w i th in  the  ex i s t i ng  ones .  

 

A  s im i l a r  e f f ec t  i s  ev ident  even  as  d i sp laced  per sons  a re

in teg ra ted  i n to  r ece i v ing  soc i e t i e s :  qua l i f i ca t i ons  ga ined  i n   
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the i r  count r i e s  o f  o r ig in  might  not  be  r ecogn i sed ;  the

pos se s s i ons  and  r eputa t i ons  tha t  may  have  o f f e red  s t a tu s

be fo re ,  may  no  l onge r  be  v i s ib l e ;  and  l im i ted  l anguage  sk i l l s

may  preven t  them  f r om  as suming  r o l e s  and  power

re l a t i onsh ips  they  had  as sumed  i n  the i r  count r i e s  o f  o r ig in .

Fo r  young  asy lum  seeke r s  and  r e fugees ,  these  prov ide

s ign i f i can t  hurd le s  to  acces s ing  educa t i on ,  bu i ld ing

re l a t i onsh ips  wi th  the  l oca l  commun i t y ,  and  ente r ing  the

l abou r  marke t ,  among  othe r  th ings .  By  natu re  o f  be ing

' u n a c c o m p a n i e d ' ,  the re  i s  a  f u r the r  r i s k  tha t  UFMs  may  be

fo rced  to  con f ron t  these  wi thout  adequate  suppor t .  By

unde r s tand ing  how  the  d i sp lacement  proces s  can  i n f l uence

soc i a l  s t ruc tu re s  as soc i a ted  wi th  d i f f e ren t  i den t i t y  marke r s ,

we  can  bet te r  unde r s tand  the  cha l l enges  tha t  UFMs

expe r i ence  and  the  behav io r  they  adopt  i n  r e sponse  to  these .

L O O K I N G  B E Y O N D  T H E  L A B E L

I n  the  case  o f  UFMs ,  po l i c y  maker s  may  be  gu ided  by  the  t i t l e

“unaccompan ied  f o re ign  minor ” ,  which  immed ia te l y  i den t i f i e s

th ree  c lea r  and  i n te r sec t ing  i den t i t y  marke r s  tha t  must  be

re sponded  to  i n  the  des ign  o f  UFM  suppor t  mechan i sms .  Ye t

ju s t  as  Montu re  (2007 :  1 99 )  exp la in s  tha t  we  must  l ook

beyond  the  ‘ r ace -c l a s s -gende r  t r i n i t y ’  to  cons ide r  othe r

(perhaps  l e s s  v i s ib l e )  f o rms  o f  oppres s i on ,  po l i c y  maker s  and

prac t i t i one r s  shou ld  s im i l a r l y  l o o k  b e y o n d  the

“unaccompan ied - f o re ign -minor ”  t r i n i t y  to  o f f e r  the  most

ind i v idua l i s ed  suppor t .  Cr i t i ca l l y ,  these  th ree  e lement s  (U -F -

M )  a re  t r ans i en t  and  r e f l ec t  an  i den t i t y  g i ven  to  UFMs  by

ex te rna l  ac to r s ,  they  shou ld  not  be  as sumed  to  r ep re sen t  how

a  young  d i sp laced  per son  choses  to  i den t i f y  themse l f ,  nor

shou ld  they  be  the  so l e  e lement s  on  which  an  as sumpt ion  o f

young  migran t s ’  needs  a re  made .  

 

The re  a re  mani fo ld  e lement s  o f  i den t i t y  beyond  th i s  l abe l ,

such  as  age ,  gende r ,  r e l i g i on ,  e thn ic i t y ,  o r  sexua l i t y ,  and  each

o f  these  e lement s ,  as  wel l  as  each  i n te r sec t i on  o f  these

e lement s ,  can  p lay  a  r o l e  i n  an  i nd i v idua l ’ s  per sona l  
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t r a n s i t i o n  t o  a d u l t h o o d .  E f f ec t i ve  suppor t  and  pro tec t i on

mus t  be  sub jec t  to  thought fu l  cons ide ra t i on  o f ,  and  d ia logue

w i th  each  UFM  on ,  the  impac t  o f  these  dur ing  the i r  de l i ca te

and  un ique l y -paced  t r ans i t i on  to  adu l thood .

D i s c l a i m e r :  P a r t  o f  t h e  f i n d i n g s  a n d  r e s e a r c h  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  a r t i c l e
w e r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  P r o j e c t  M i i C T  t h a t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e
E u r o p e a n  U n i o n ’ s  H o r i z o n  2 0 2 0  r e s e a r c h  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n  A c t i o n  u n d e r
G r a n t  A g r e e m e n t  N o  8 2 2 3 8 0 .
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