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ABOUT THE REPORT

The report has been developed in the framework of the EU-funded project "STAND-UP:
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Standing up against hate in the EU". The project has received funding from the European
Commission Directorate General for Justice and Consumers under Grant Agreement no.
101049532.

The OSINT Reports Series, of which this report constitutes the seventh release, has been
developed with the aim of providing an overview of the potential applications, on a
European scale, of open-source research and analysis methodologies in prevention and
mitigation activities directed against a range of potential threats. Each report in the OSINT
Reports Series will provide insights, gathered through open source intelligence, concerning a
potential threat identified by Agenfor International Foundation with the support of public
and private partners.

To conduct the research and analysis, the team involved in the project relied both on freely
available tools and on an Al-powered OSINT software.

Author: Katerina Charokopou, Eva Tzavala, Anastasia Chalkia and Thanasis Dimopoulos -
Greek National Commission for Human Rights, GNCHR

Coordination & Revision: Viviana Gullo, OSINT Analyst, and Sergio Bianchi, Director - Agenfor
International Foundation
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INTRODUCTION

The results of the OSINT research align with the GNCHR’s findings from monitoring and
reporting activities and with the RVRN’s and its members recording incidents of racist
violence in Greece in recent years. The results show the racist motivation for hate speech and
hate crimes against migrants and refugees. As identified by the research using social media,
websites and blogs, incidents of verbal or even physical violence infused with racist motives
against third-country nationals take place regularly. Recent incidents do not reflect actions
of coordinated violence against refugees and migrants from far-right groups. At the same
time, the trend that is observed depicts intense racist rhetoric as well as institutional

targeting against refugees and migrants.

Hence, it is worth analysing in more detail the current prevailing trends detected from the
online environment in an attempt to interpret hate speech and hate crime in Greece. In this
regard, the use of the OSINT system allows an understanding and documentation of the
phenomenon in Greecell].

Taking into account that the OSINT platform reveals real-world insights about locations,
individuals and entities that are of interest to law enforcement and intelligence agencies by
i) taking advantage of the system’s potential to find anonymous threat actors, ii)
automatically analysing location-based information and iii) facilitating intelligence and
investigative reports[2], the GNCHR aims with this report at extracting this vast data related
to hate crime and hate speech and generating intelligent insights, by customizing the OSINT

system.

Recent recordings in Greece feature an increase of incidents of racist violence, particularly
against refugees, migrants and human rights defenders who were targeted due to their
affiliation with the above-mentioned groups[3]. This increase is linked to the political
polarisation at a European and global level regarding the reception of refugees and
migrants, coupled with national and local factors shaping the situation in Greece. It is also
inextricably linked to the institutional targeting of refugees and migrants through the official
speech of political leadership representatives at a central and local level and through the
media[4]. Portraying refugees and migrants as a threat to national sovereignty, although it
does not seem to be a unique domestic trend, a broader European rhetoric with political
implications, as strongly reflected in public discourse, especially in early 2020 has been

instrumental in exonerating racist violence and intensifying the sense of impunity[5].
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ANALYSIS

AGGRESSIVE RHETORIC ON ALLEGED BETTER TREATMENT RECEIVED BY MIGRANTS
FROM NATIONAL WELFARE AND SOCIAL PROTECTION AUTHORITIES

The presence of hate speech in the media, on the Internet and social media platforms, has
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been recorded in Greece by the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance
(ECRI)[6] and in the past by the UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism,
racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance during his mission to Greece[7]. It
seems that hate speech, verbal harassment and inappropriate comments keep finding their
way through websites and social media. The following examples extracted from Tangles

provide insight into this flow.
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Fig. 1: comment on Twitter claiming that if the
particular patient, namely a mother with a sick
baby, was a foreigner (‘Barbar’), her problems
due to lack of proper public healthcare services
and facilities would have been solved.
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Fig. 2: comment on Facebook claiming that the government has provided
accommodation with air-conditioning and WiFi to “illegal migrants'
(lathro-metanastes)”, while Greeks victims of the wildfires in Mati remain
homeless.
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Fig 3: Facebook post commenting on an article about a family (father
and daughter) that was evicted, arguing that “illegal migrants' (lathro-
metanastes)” live in houses confiscated from Greek citizens due to non-
compliance with their heavy tax-related obligations.
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These features of the online space breed prevailing hate sentiments about migrants

supposedly receiving high-quality social services (health care, housing, allowances, etc.) in
comparison with the Greek population that receives poor services. This online hostile
environment and the relatively negative messages promote discriminatory and hate
behaviours and might even be considered as an incitement to the commission of racist

attacks against migrants and refugees living in Greece[8].
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Fig 4: Facebook post blaming Greek left parties for not reacting towards the provision of
Social Security Number (AMKA) to “illegal migrants' (lathro-metanastes)” from Asia and
Africa, which resulted in the reduction in health services for Greek citizens.
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Fig 5: Blogspot publication about claiming minor migrants (16+) from
Pakistan, who live a luxury life in apartments run by NGOs that cost 1600
Euros per month to Greeks and not to the EU” .
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REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS AS A THREAT TO NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY

The following examples extracted from Tangles reflect this trend.
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Fig. 6: comment on Facebook claiming the
presence of Jihadists “illegal migrants'
(lathro-metanastes)” in mountainous Xanthi,
indicating that there are Turkish agents in
Western Thrace.

Fig. 7. post on website regarding
three Pakistani flags raised on Greek
mountains, an act, which is described
by the author as anti-Hellenic act.
The comment next to the photo
comes from the Greek PM's twitter
account. The PM attends a students’
parade on a National Day and
expresses pride about the
transformation of the Greek society
into a multicultural one.

Fig. 8: post of a conspiracy theory video on the
website, which calls on football fans to wake
up, since Europe uninterruptedly sends “illegal
migrants' (lathro-metanastes)” to Greece in
the framework of an organized plan to turn the
national population into a minority.
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Fig. 9: post on Instagram with photos of
immigrants. The comments next to the
photos refer to the Muslim minority in
Western Thrace explaining that “Good
Muslim is the dead Muslim” and that “they
should have been eliminated” etc.
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Fig. 10: Tumblr website blog posting an article about an
alleged Muslim plan to convert Greece into a Muslim
country, which is organized by those who supported the
genocide of the Christian population in Anatolia

(Turkey), Irag and Syria.
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It is here worth mentioning that a popular hashtag among social media users which

embraces conspiracy theories not directly identified as hate speech, is:
#avtikataotaon_mAnBuopwy, literally translated as #population replacement, such as the
following post:

e Stefanos Damisnidis oﬁnurm Mountzouroulias = L J
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SlaBamma KO AZELOTL qp&z yieva |J.El\.-._l pawpa Qv sdveg petopépnioy oo MaxwoTdv.
gSW... TIKOTOOTOON_TIANSUOUWY #A
To prvupa sivar"Ehate otnv EMaSa, kavoups oTL
Béhoupe™
FOVTIKOTOOTOON_ TIANBUCLWY

C:ED 4980 I'.pof:'('}il;

Fig 11: Journalist presenting a video where a Somali Fig 12: post on Tweeter with a journalist claiming
woman who came 3 months ago from her home that the fact that Pakistani mass media covered a
country received a Greek passport (i.e. travel march of Pakistani immigrants in Athens sends a
documents from Greece) but does not speak a single welcome message to Pakistani people still living in
word in Greek. Pakistan.

This online environment shapes a public narrative that ‘illegal migrants' (lathro-
metanastes)’[9] threaten the national identity and sovereignty. This is mostly related to
migrants from Muslim states but not only, as seen also in the case of the Somali woman or
the kindergarten pupils. Targeting migrants and refugees as the “enemy” of the Greek state
adds to the far-right political agenda whereby migrants and refugees constitute threats
against national security. This trend does not seem to leave out second and third-generation
children.

6 lerosloxes. 2012 - Axoloubore

ierosloxos. 20012 O Lo
dErTan Ko B g g
Epdqone EvdnTia OTOV aponiLapd

panagiotiss.d Kox amd ASrva mévta oTo
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Fig 13: post on Instagram about an extreme-right group marching with a banner and demanding
immediate deportation of migrants.
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«Koplo emituy o Trg KUBEpvnong oe Kavévay Topéa
Sev avonpel TNV KATAOTAON EKTAKTOU CVAayKng otnv
omnola £xel mepéABel n eAMAnvikA MpwIslouo.»

O COKOPIOTIKOG KOTHAOYOS HOBnTuY vnTIOywWyEioU
™e AQRvag meaculpa.gr/o-sokaristikos... via

MeaCulpagr

Fig 14: a blog post of a Greek politician and
journalist reposting the actual names of
kindergarten pupils and alleging that it is shocking
reGhoyoC palinin vimuyryLiou Tne Advvog that the majority of names in the catalogue are not
S a0 aai e v Greek, a fact which proves that the capital of
Greece is in a state of emergency.

BUILDING THE MYTH OF HIGHER RATES OF CRIMINALITY AMONG THE MIGRANT
POPULATION

The belief that immigration leads to increased criminality is not a new phenomenon[10].
Unfortunately, such stereotypes about migrants being a priori of “criminal interest” support
hate rhetoric and political agendas and campaigns.

20VEANPON 41xpovog W Rl
aAAodanog yla Blacuo P St
TNC AvNALKNG KOPNC TOU

Fig. 15: post on Instagram about the rape of a fourteen-year-old girl by her
foreigner father. The comments next point out that such crimes happen every day
by migrants.
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Fig. 16: post on Facebook claiming that migrants who commit crimes receive a soft
treatment whereas nationals who commit crimes against migrants are being punished. It
refers in particular to the arrest of a Greek citizen for defending himself during a robbery
from a migrant in Moria and the release of an Afghan tested covid-19 positive who raped
his daughter.
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Fig. 17: post on Instagram about a sexual
TimeBaficine harassment incident in the bus
16.08.2022 1:37 involving an Afghan man.

TO 57,4% TON ®YAAKIZMENQON EINAI
AAADAANOI! MAZ EQPEPAN TON
‘MOAITIZMO" TOYZ..
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Fig. 18: post on Instagram claiming that 57.4%
of prisoners in Greece are foreigners and that
the vast majority are illegal migrants, not
refugees.
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Fig. 19: post on Twitter with photos of unaccompanied minor migrants published by the Hellenic Police claiming that we
(Greece) “import more criminality than we produce ourselves.” The photos were processed and pacifiers were added to the
mouths of young migrants, thus focusing with such an ironic comment on the issue of -not so innocent= unaccompanied
minors.

VIOLENT ACTS AND ATTACKS AGAINST REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS DUE TO THEIR
ETHNIC ORIGIN

M Ig rants in Greece continue facing Keeppo-Keerfa-Kivnon Evwpévol Evavria oto Patgiopd 0
Kl T DACIOTIKG ATEIN

violent acts and attacks due to their

Paroomkég EMBECEI; GaOICTOEUY KOTA PETOVOOTWV EQYQTWV OTNV

ethnic origin. The general climate of MKOPUTGE ASTIPOTIUPYOU
. . . Tpeig peTavaoTeg epydreg ot amebikes ahuoibag colmep papket BEYTKaV
impunity and the Ilack of effective £TIIBEON POIGTOBEN OTY MKOPUTTE ACTIPOTIUPYOU, OF it GTPOPH £E650U
. . ™me AewPopou NATO. O1 TpEIS EpyaTes aydhacav amd Tnv Bapbia Toug oTig
lmplementatlon measures to combat 7 AexépBpn oTic 10py oIV TIEPIoXT TNG MayoUAQS Kol TTAPAv Ta RAEKTPIKG

. . TOUS TTOBAAGTA VIO V& TIAVE OTA GTTITIC TOUS OTOV ZKApapayKE Kal Tov
racist phenomena, expose mlgrants to AgTIpOTIUpYO.

Eva opyavwyuévo Taypa epoliou gagioTun, ... AETe TIEpIoaoTERa

more violence with racist motives, as the
GNCHR has repeatedly underlined[11].

Fig. 20: post on Facebook of KEERFA, a Movement United Against
Racism and the Fascist Threat, about beating 3 migrants in
Aspropyrgos, Attica, on Decemeber 2022.
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Fig. 21: post on a Blog protesting the beating of a migrant by

5 A . - Fig. 22: post on Instagram about the arrest of the
his employer for asking him to pay his wages.

perpetrator of a racist attack against a migrant on a bus
(Athens, January 2022).

Recordings by the RVRN in 2021 show national and regional tensions of racist action[12].
Worth mentioning is, as the RVRN highlights, that it is the first time since its establishment,
namely 2011, that there were no recordings of incidents of organized violence against
refugees and migrants by far-right groups. The ruling for the conviction of the Greek neo-
Nazi political party, Golden Dawn by the Greek court, at the end of 2020, as a criminal
organisation seems to have a definite impact on the reduction of organized racist violence.
However, RVRN highlighted an incident that took place in January 2022, involving the
explosion of an improvised device in another place of worship, particularly in a mosque in
the centre of Athens. The manner in which this attack was carried out causes concern and
reminds us of a pattern of attacks on places of worship that has been observed in other
European countries (use of an explosive device). It is also recalled that similar attacks were
recorded during the years of intense Golden Dawn activity. These incidents highlight the
nature of racist crimes, which aim at sending a message of violence and intimidation to the
entire targeted community[13]. Tangles' research detects recent individual violent attacks

against persons who are defined by race characteristics, colour, national or ethnic origin or

descent.
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INSTITUTIONAL RACISM AND XENOPHOBIC RHETORIC OF POLITICIANS AGAINST
MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES

The GNCHR reiterates with an emphasis its concern about the recent frequent use of

xenophobic rhetoric against migrants in the official political discourse, including by persons
who hold public office, encouraging or legitimising racist violence and, thereby,
undermining the significant efforts by Greece to improve the Authorities’ response to hate
crimes[14]. In this regard, the RVRN in its 2021 Report notes that in a period of intense racist
rhetoric, a recent more complete picture of the aspects of racism, in particular institutional
racism and discrimination by the Authorities has been detected, which normalizes and
encourages xenophobic reactions and affects social peace and cohesion. The Network has
recorded an increase in harassment and violent treatment due to ethnic origin, colour or
religion, which is committed by law enforcement officials since 2018.[15] Many of the
recorded incidents have been identified in the context of police controls in which, the
identification or selection of a person was based on racial profiling. Using Tangles, it was
possible to detect those trends.
Adwvig Tewpylasdng

Kahw Tou¢ Anudpyoug Tou Zopila, va akougouv Ty EKKANGT ¢ Ymmoupyou
TOUC Kal va TTapouy Toug AaBpopeTavaoTeg oToug Aruoug Toug.

@avo¢ Nheipng
Omoiog YAgioe ZYPIZA yia va 10V GTNPIEEI EUTTPAKTA Va TTAPEI Kal Evav

Aa@poperavdoin oTTin rou, WAgog ZYPIZA prTdvouc AaBpoperavdoinc,

Fig. 23: posts on Twitter from members of the Parliament of the current governing party
inviting mayors and voters belonging to the opposition party (and governing party back in
2015) to host migrants in their cities and homes - implicitly referring to the open borders
policy of the former governing party in 2015.

Kuwvoravtives Mnoybavoc / Konstantinos Begdanos
@Constantings. Bogdanos
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{1 80 Y0500 3¢, EDVOR ' o - Fig. 24: post from a Politician and journalist claiming that
200-500 illegal migrants enter Greece every day, a number
which is equal to the population of an Islamic village and
that integration of those undermines the future of our
children, “illegal migrants' (lathro-metanastes)” constitutes
a demographic catastrophe that will lead to the perishing of
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Furthermore, a widespread phenomenon is the adoption of the term "invader", when
referring to migrants by some far-right politicians, State officials and journalists. This is
particularly worrying, as it draws on military combat terminology, encouraging the
presumption that potential attacks against migrants may qualify as a legitimate defence.

Antonis Mylonakis
Jantonicsmylonakis

1 - R

Fig. 25: post on Facebook from a
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THN AMESANAPOYNOAH. Na dooug bev §Epouv o1 OEpeg ankxouv 27 yhu ane Tnv Akefavipoinoln Kal sival axpBug niow party and journalist arguing that “illegal
ano To AINHEII) AEATA . Anokpootnxay ano Tig Suvapeis aogaleias Ko EVopUMARES TPOS TO MOPSY BE TN XPAOT Twv invaders attempted to invade
npoflenopevioy .. To BEpa eivar T Ba yivel of cpyovwpeEvn mpofoxatoud Twy ToUprwy PE vEXpoUs i Tpavpaties Alexandroupoli”

EPT o
@UCOVU-mKS3vDQZcSZBSmVHg

o)
=

Ippoc :AMOKpOLOUY TIC aMoT. E10BOMC 0L apXES-MapTupies yia opyavwpEVD TOUPKIKD
axéGuo/04/03/201EPT

subscribe gtnv EPT: hitp/bit ly/ERTYT

AlapKELS £ival 0L MPOOTIGBELES TWY PETAVACTWY VA NERACOUY Ta ouvopa otov EBpo. To mpuwi, ot
sAnvixE Suvapeis aneETpepay v opyavipEvn anoneilpa exatovtabuy atdpwy, nov
JUNETIKOUPODGE N TOUPKLKNR OTpaTo-ywpopuhkaxn. Bivreo viokoupévro beixvel Touproug
tvgTohoug va extofedouy kamveyova xai Saxpuydva mpog TNy eAAnvixn TAEvpd. Na oke 1o pEyedog
¢ ToupKixne nponayavbag xar Tou exebiov Tng Ayrupag va mMAnppupicel Ty Evpuwnn pe
Jevavaotes Slapopwy EBVIKOTATWY EvnpEpwoay oL Kipiol MepaneTping, Xpuooyoibng,
{OUHOUTOAXDS TOUS EXTPOGINOUG Twv BLeBwv pEawy EvnuEpwong, oTig BpuEhheg

fficial Site: hitpu/y
“acebook: hitps
Mwitter: hitps
nstagram: hitps

L ert. q.’,—'
facebook.com/ERTsocial/
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Fig. 26: post on the official youtube channel of ERT, Greek public television, titled “The
authorities repel the invasion attempts”, referring to migrants’ organized attempts to cross
the Greek borders.
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INa 8n werpactia oto Tékioyo Mokvrixvey «On Aywon Taveegs

Enave{tatyn o 8" teportio npdtipec Tuadsyou NeAvtinvin«Ou Aviel Névies o K. Eputdapitec
QCOTORATOC Tl [RASYTL NOY CyTvdV NSSoG010

O Aoyt SwdSeooird oro T0AAy0 Nodutinvay «On Aot MWL Nou Exti NEPodtLea ond 10.750
SESVIVELS-UlAN T10 vOud BLooaAVING, SoO0V O 23,2 2019 it trw Exaxtn Moven DvtAcuon

Towiaigtrmey e T Toutwn Movent TivtACuan 0Tk 2.3.2019, 400y gaplotrmey © Ouovoumds ANGACNoRd Ty
2018 xou 1 E@optutinh EMTpont Ty (ALY, ENIONG ONOGOOKITNEL N AULDOUMVIG TN PNeogaoiod noy
oplorer v Uk 16 Mootiou 2019 nutpo Lobdoto

«H ROAUTONVN SmoyTviio xpOATIT0L T Cpvh Koy OSOTLAN TTAPEN Odw Pocs

0 eROVEXACYTIC NEOC500S K. EpWTONDITOL BoTONGTOS PETO T OpPd@wwn xAoYh Tou SAwWoL: «ENUEpo oTi
SOoROALS OEovopnd ¢ OUVBNELE KoL TIW LEVOAN SvEDVIO N NOAJTOOMN SEOYEVILD NANTIETON NELWTO KoL
REHOCATIRE, YI' OUTd Kot XPCIOTIToN ThV CLAKDIVI Kot OVSWOTLAN othpeEn ddww poc . EnpCpa now n nodraio e
BAACL TTO NEPIBLODO TW CUCNTENCI0 KoL WONE5WOT NWTO TV NOAUULAN KOL NOAJTONM OIOVEVELD, XwWDIS VO
AopBAVEL LNOYPN THS OUTE TV ENToY™ Tow Duvtovpotod (60800 21 Nap. 2, owoBewpnon 2001 ) yia iboltepn
PEOENVO VIO TN NOADTONT OOYIVELD, VIO AdYOUC ESVEOU ouppLPOVIOS

Lhpepo now OAo BAERouRE trw SnpoYDopUrh KOTOOOCVON TS XWEOS Kot katododalvouut 6T 0 EAAMATUOS
obmytiton oo tiAoC TG lotoplod Tou. Dol on EAANWES Exoupt unonpdwon noy CuCic Nou, o ouvolLApoL
ROATONOL WOC TONOBCTOUY O OUTH Th BLON CUBINVAE Y10 TO0O XHOW0 KoL TH00 PCYOAN ONGSoXA, ExOUPE OxAUN
pryasdtipn. M outd npdna 6401 6001 Cxoupt EBvuu ouvilbnen xoy Konasved (ucoancio vo ouunopoaToBouut
nducd otrw MoAGTINVN omayEVEI0 Kot 1 NOATOID vo BOAL owotts npotipawdtntes.  Enlong, nptngy, dAGL Oo0L
ExOULE T SUVOTOTNTO vO TTNDIEOULIE |30 KOBE THONGD T NOAUTIN OsOYEVEWD . H NOOOMTI «v0 AJOOULE 1O
EnpoVPOPeud P TOUS PETOVOHTTIC WORPOUS I NOSAVOROUCH CIvOl CuATn

Mot tvon 80 xodel n Opdoboflo ko 0 EAAMOROS. MpdoBeoe oxdun o K. BLOTOROTOS: £IvOL NOAALS KoL LEYOAES 01
UNOXPEGIE, NOU OvaASUBAVOULE O SOOKOALS OUTEC OUVENKES ONEVOVTL 0TS 10,750 OWOYEVEIES PEAN TOU
TuAddyou poc nou 1I5p0BNKE 10 1929, YRooAUOoTE Spd 4T 80 NpoonoBRocupt Kot B0 Kovoupt OT Civoy
Suvorow koA0TLpo, we vio Sweuntecd oupBodMw, IO YO NETUROULL T0 BCTmdtIpo

Fig. 27: post on online press about an event where Mr Erotokritos Theotokatos, President
ofLarge Families Association and current Deputy Mayor of Thessaloniki explained that
“The perspective of addressing our demographic issue with migrants regardless of
whether they are legal or illegal is nightmarish. This is how Hellenism and Orthodoxy will
die out.”
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HATE SPEECH AGAINST HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS (HUMANITARIAN PERSONNEL
INVOLVED IN SEARCH AND RESCUE OPERATIONS AND JOURNALISTS)

vid

lasonas Apostolopoulos @lasonas Apost - 17 lon .
4 amevéc Bavatov, oL 3 Tnv S pépa, amd Ta TpoA tng Sefiag. Ko outa
gival 6oa Eida TUXAIO OTX OXOMO aRoU TA NEPIOGOTEPQ BEV T SIaBAW
kav. On iS1o1 movw Snuoogizvay Trv SiEVBUVON TOU MATPIKOU HOU.

Ot Aoyapiacuoi ziven ot karwe 3

@CyberAlertGR

Ko te oyoovl Row Do ot npapasoust B ShAswat
SOTPITR, BT ol TOUSES MOHE

Niotede e, evTds olyou kapol Ba
weTetec enl ydwatou va eiven MONO
pOoES autd now naBec

NpayyoTxa, Ba BEARS va eivar povo
pvooe.

Q s3 11 ass (v

1123

Regiyrg to . .

lGowva kanon pEpa Ba nebes peyalo
wawd wa doa kavels . H Tixn Sev Ba oe
Bonenog: .

Replyrg to .

Mrv avnouxeic waTt 8a TipwpnBeic yna
Ta A LaTa COU XWPIC va &g moTe:
v alBowoa Tow SIKOOTNRIo.

tht 82 o &

Thanos Panagopoulos
22 Askepppiov 2022 - &

Fig. 28: post from the well-known volunteer rescuer
lasonas Apostolopoulos making public direct
threats against his life from the same accounts that
previously have published his parents’ home
address.

To 61 Toivikol AaBpopeTavaaTes (Toug omoioug auBaipera kal EeToimwra n kepSooKomKe TOAUESVIKA TNG
AMAnAtyyuol A E. Tapoudiadel we... "pdoguyec”) mAfjpwvay voikl kal ipeoTadia ot kam Aapdyia Twv MKO
yia Ta uaiBpia "otékia” omow mwAoloav amd Aadpaia To1yapa kKAEBOVTag TIEAGTES aTTd TOUG
Karagmuardpye¢ Ka gpopou atrd To Kparteg uExe paipol Aovi Bitdv, ATav KOG PuaTikd aTnv MaToa.
EAmidu Tipa Tou E0mvnoav ol SHOKTIKES apXEC va piEouv Qui Kal O QUTO Kal G& TIoAAG aAAa aioynTa,
OTIWG TT.Y. CLpaTepTopid, (0UTE yi auTd Eiyav akoloel TOoH Xpovia...) TTOU yivOvTav OTo dvopt Tou
“opwmipol” ke oty TAGT Twy NPAFMATIKON Tpoopiyy.

Fig. 29: post on Facebook post claiming that people involved in illegal
merchandising and human trafficking were paying money from these activities in
order to be protected by corrupted NGOs.

- Gaorge Lea
@Hamales

AKOUOTE KOL KGVTE EPETO.
O Xpnotidng mriye oto KYT Tou #Efpog dmou
profevoivtal o1 38 AaBpo mou £fyadlav Ta Bivieo,
MPOOTMOBNKE TOV HETOQPUTTH YIG VI SLOXWPHTEL KL
ExOvE PEMOPTAL KaTd TG KUBEpvnong yix To Spiegel.
ZEPUOOTE JE TOUG TOUPKOTTIO DOVGT
Eva Loy yeAEQS pESEEESEES

. -

Ak
r"’ -
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Fig 30: post on Tweeter about the Greek journalist of
Spiegel, George Christidis, alleging that his reporting in
Evros and the 38 “illegal migrants' (lathro-metanastes)” was
against the Government, thus implying that he is a Turkish
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a EAévn NanadonoUAou  Anpogiguon: 8-07-2022-16:00

‘Onolog napakoiouBei and kovrd To B£pa Tng AaBpopetavaateveons Ba Exer avriAngBei
GTI QUTO NOU EMIXEIPEITAI NOIKIAOTPONWES Eival n vouiponoinon Twv aldodanwv nou

pnaivouy napavoua otn xwpa.
« And tn Ap. EAévn Nanadonolhou*

Oa £xe1 napaTtnprioel eniong 6T noAkoi and aurolg 3ev dikalouvral dovdo, kabuwg Sev
unapxel kKavévag NOAEHoC oTIc xwpeg Touc. MNou kar va unhipxe, Ba Atav evrehwe avénTo
n EAMaSa va popTwBei To ekaTopplpia nou pelyouv Adyw nolépou, Snwe héve
TouhaxioTov. MECa OE QUTA TO EKOTONMUPIO, SAWE NEPIEPYWS, Eival AVTPES OE NAIKia
OTPATEUONG, AANG aKOUN Nio NEPIEPYWE apvoUvTal va NOAEURCoOUV YVIa TH XWMPpa TOUC Kal
AnotakTolv. Kowae, oTIC NEPINTEOOEIC EPndAspmv xwpmv n EAAGSa BéxeTal AINOTAKTEC,
Ox1 Npoo@uyeS. Na Ta Afue TO NpdypoTa PE TO SVOPa TOUG Kai &x1 dnwg Ta BagTrilouv o
eniTrSioi.

BéBaia, n EAMAMGSa dxi pdvo éxel @opTwBei Ta ekaTopplpia AaBpoperavaoTmy, oxi pévo
£xe1 Sextei va dioikeital anéd Tnv Ynatn ApuocTeia kal Toug kopigapioug g E.E., eva
EXEI KOpGva OTO KEPAMA TNE TOo napakpaTtog Twv MKO -yiari nepi autol npoKeITal-, aAha

Fig. 31: posted article by a journalist claiming that Greece’s policy on illegal
migration is managed by the UNCHR, the EU commissioners and the parastatal of
NGOs, all aiming at the legalization of migrants and refugees.
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The above threats are indicative of the
generalized hate speech against civil
society, volunteers, lawyers and journalists
that offer humanitarian assistance to
migrants and refugees arriving in Greece
and in particular those involved in search
and rescue operations, such as lasonas
Apostolopoulos. The GNCHR extensively
reported in recent years on the
generalized hostile environment against
civil society, and shrinking civic space in
Greece. Likewise, the RVRN has recorded
racist attacks against humanitarian
personnel. Particularly, based on the RVRN
data for 2020, especially the first semester
of 2020, human rights defenders were
targeted, several times, in an organised
manner, in areas close to the Greek-

Turkish borders (Aegean islands in wich
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Reception Centers for migrants and

refugees were established)[16].

Nnoida-Eppocg: Exg@ofiopnog ka
avavd peg amelheg KaTd Ing
SnuocLoYpPAPOoV, IOV WIOKAAIPE TOV
poio MKO, “Spiegel”

-H Snpoowypiupog Baovikn Zwotn Séyeren
CUTELAR G GO LT WOl Y16 TNV OUKoYEVELL TG,

-K1 avtd eedn Eegridiioe MEKO, yeppavikd
asprodud Spiegel woan rov EdAnva avroaokpitn
rov I Xpnotifin oto tovprokaraokrvacspivo
anpues pe tovg 38 apoogpuyeg

Fig. 32: post on Facebook by a Greek journalist claiming
to be receiving threats due to her “revealing” research on
the role of Spiegel and several NGOs in the incident of 38
refugees in Evros.
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CONCLUSIONS ON THE HATE TENSIONS
TOWARDS MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES IN
GREECGE

Taking into account the results of Tangles research as above presented, these particular

trends seem to be identified:

* here is aggressive rhetoric on alleged better treatment received by migrants from
national welfare and social protection authorities.

* Refugees and migrants are presented as a threat to national sovereignty.

* The myth of higher rates of criminality among the migrant population is built through
the use of social media.

e Violent acts and attacks against refugees and migrants due to their ethnic origin take
place.

e Institutional racism and xenophobic rhetoric of politicians against migrants and refugees
occur.

e Hate speech against Human Rights Defenders (humanitarian personnel involved in

search and rescue operations and journalists) is also detected.

Such trends are also reflected in the GNCHR findings[17]. The GNCHR, actively involved
through consultation and reporting in the field of combating racist hate speech and violence
with racist motives, monitors the frequent use of xenophobic rhetoric against migrants that
has recently also been identified in official political discourse, including by persons who hold
public office, encouraging or legitimising racist violence and, thereby, undermining the
significant efforts by Greece to improve the Authorities’ response to hate crimes. The GNCHR
highlights there is an urgent need for the effective implementation of the anti-racist legal
framework, as well as, for the establishment of a comprehensive referral system for the
support and protection of the victims. Additionally, the cases handled by RVRN Members,
corroborate the racial bias of the findings of the recorded attacks against migrants, refugees
or asylum-seekers. They were all targeted due to their national origin, religion or colour as

well as human rights defenders due to their association with refugees and migrants[18].

The GNCHR focused on the recent phenomena of hate rhetoric and a crime against migrants
and refugees in Greece and shares the RVRN'’s findings, according to which hate rhetoric was

intensified during the February-March 2020 Greece-Turkey border crisis and gave rise to a
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barrage of attacks against migrants and human rights defenders across Greece[19].

At the same time, the GNCHR expresses its satisfaction with the decline of organized racist
violence since the conviction of the Golden Dawn political party as a criminal organization in
2020[20]. However, as the RVRN highlights, there is an urgent need for constant vigilance on
the part of the competent authorities, to focus on policies to effectively prevent and combat

any relevant trend of organized violence.

Moreover, the GNCHR remains deeply concerned not only with the rising number of
incidents of alleged police violence but also, together with the impunity by the State
competent authorities, pointing out the importance of timely intervention to protect victims,
the effective judicial protection of victims' rights and the victims' access to fair justice
through effective, transparent and confidential procedures. It should be here noted, that in
practice, in most of the incidents recorded by the RVRN and involving refugees and
migrants, the victims identify law enforcement officials among the perpetrators. According
to the Network’s recordings, racially motivated police violence sees a growing trend in recent

years (2018-2021), especially during the pandemic[21].
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